i

Italy joins Germany and
Austria-Hungary to form
the Triple Alliance

il

Known as ‘The Reinsurance
Treaty’, a pact is signed
between Germany and
Russia agreeing not to attack
one another

29-year-old Wilhelm Il
succeeds his father as Kaiser
of Germany

in

Bismarck dismissed as
Chancellor of Germany
by Kaiser Wilhelm Il

il

Germany decides not to
renew ‘The Reinsurance
Treaty’ with Russia

1894
JANUARY

G i

Alliance signed between
France and Russia

NOVEMBER

Nicholas Il becomes
Tsar of Russia

ik,

Germany passes its first law
to build large numbers of
warships. This challenge

to Britain’s long-standing
naval supremacy begins an
arms race between the two
countries. Other laws for the
building of more ships follow
in later years.

APRIL-AUGUST

R

Spanish-American War.

USA defeats Spain, taking
control of Cuba, Puerto Rico
and the Philippines, and
becoming a major player

on the world stage.

1912-1913

R

First Balkan War. Turkey
loses most of its remaining
European territory.

1913
MARCH

inin

Woodrow Wilson sworn in
as the 28th President of the
United States

R

Second Balkan War begins.
Further outbreak of fighting
in the Balkans which lasts
until August.

Asquith’s Home Rule Bill
threatened when British
officers, serving at the
Curragh camp in Ireland,
threaten to resign rather
than enforce home rule in
Ireland
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